
 
 
TVNI AWARDS 2011 ---- The Vetiver Network International is pleased to announce the 
winners of the fifth series of Vetiver Awards. Below you find listed the names of the winners of 
the Awards and the titles of their submissions with links to their papers.  We received many 
excellent submissions and we would like to thank everyone who participated for their fine work, 
dedication and contributions to advancing knowledge and the applications of the Vetiver System.  

Initially we had identified four categories of Awards: Vetiver Champion, Country Vetiver 
Award, Vetiver Innovation Award, and Vetiver for Climate Change Award.  For each category, 
with the exception of the “Vetiver Champion” for which only one person would be awarded, 
there were to be two Awards: a winner and a runner-up. On reviewing the submissions, however, 
we found ourselves with the pleasant dilemma that the work submitted required us to do a bit of 
rethinking about the Awards.   

First, because we give these Awards out only in years of the International Vetiver Conferences 
(ICV), it is an important time to reflect on Vetiver’s now-long-history and the many people who 
have contributed to making it what it is today.  To that end, TVNI decided to create a new 
Award, the “Global Vetiver Champion Award” that is distinguished from the “Vetiver Champion 
Award” in that the latter covers a specific inter-ICV period and recognizes the accomplishments 
of an outstanding individual during that time period.  The new Award of “Global Vetiver 
Champion Award” recognizes an outstanding individual whose long term dedication and 
overarching impacts have been indispensable in making the Vetiver System and the Vetiver 
Networks what they are today. 
Secondly, we agreed on the need to add another new Award: New Frontiers in Vetiver.  We felt 
compelled to create this new Award category as a result of one particular submission that 
represents a pioneering effort in a new and promising area of use for Vetiver and that may 
contribute to the breaking of new ground for the use of Vetiver.  As one Award Panelist put it:  
“This is not a dreamer's award, but something hinged on demonstrating the potential or 
practicality of an insight or innovation.  It does not need to be research or even science.  If 
someone wrote compelling music or poetry -- Vetiver sonnets -- that rocketed Vetiver into 
application, that would be a ÔNew FrontierÕ as well”. 
Third, we have done away with the notion of a “winner” and “runner-up” in each category.  The 
fact is that all of the winners have done a fantastic job and it should be recognized as such.  
Finally, instead of awarding two person for Climate Change, as this is still an area where efforts 
are yet incipient and little impact has been demonstrated on the ground,  in recognition of strong 
work done in a number of countries, we decided to add a third awardee for the Country Vetiver 
Award. 
Our congratulations to the winners and we hope to see you all at ICV-5! 



 

Award Awardee Title of Submission 

Vetiver Champion Mr. Yoann Coppin, Madagascar The Vetiver System, a biological solution for 
development and conservation in Madagascar 

Country Vetiver Award Mr. Shantanoo Bhattacharyya, 
India 

Vetiver System – The Green Tool Against 
Erosion 

Country Vetiver Award Mr. Oswald Luque,  
Venezuela 

Contribution of Development of the Vetiver 
System in Venezuela since 2000 to 2011 

Country Vetiver Award Mr. Robinson Vanoh,  
Papua New Guinea 

Vetiver Systems Technology - 
New Britain Island, Papua New Guinea  

Innovation 
Ms. Maria Calderon, 
Guatemala 

Potential Applications of the Vetiver System 
in 
the Lake Amatitlan Watershed, Guatemala 

Innovation 
Mr. Alain N’Dona,  
Republic of the Congo  

Integration of the Vetiver System within 
Conventional Erosion Control Technologies 
in Brazzaville, Republic of the Congo  

Climate Change 
Mr. João Henrique Eboli and 
Paulo R. Rogério, Brazil 

Slope Stabilization in Itaipava – Petropolis, 
RJ, Brazil Using Vetiver Solution – A Total 
Success 

New Frontiers in Vetiver 
Dr. Suaib Luqman Bioprospecting the efficacy of Chrysopogon 

zizanioides (L.) Roberty for novel activities 
and its safety evaluation. 

Global Vetiver Champion Mr. Narong Chomchalow, 
Thailand 

By unanimous decision of the 2011 TVNI 
Awards Panel 

 


