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Abstract

A two year project (1997-99) was conducted by the Sociedad Conservacionista  Aragua
(Sca)  with financial and technical support of The Vetiver Network (TVN), and sponsored by
other local institutions like the Aragua’s State Secretary of the Environment and the Central
University of Venezuela.  Twelve workshops were organized and more than three hundred
participants received training on vetiver grass technology (VGT). The trainees were extension
workers, technicians, university students, farmers and representatives of NGO’s.  A good
geographical distribution of project activities was achieved as is shown in a map developed by
the project.  High priority was given to the production of written material, including a technical
bulletin, newspaper and journal articles, and a series of brochures to support the project
activities. Other priority was the participation in different meetings where specialized and
general public become aware of vetiver applications for erosion control and environmental
protection.  Field demonstration plots were developed in three locations with different agro-
ecological and farming conditions.  VGT performance was proved to have a high potential for
adoption among farmers for soil conservation, and for enhancing development of sustainable
land use systems.

Introduction

Soil erosion induced by water on sloping areas is of major concern in Venezuela due to its
negative impacts on land productivity, ecosystem balance and infrastructure stability and
performance. The last is true particularly on water reservoirs, where storage capacity and water
quality are diminished by sediment and pollutants accumulation.

In 1997, Sociedad Conservacionista Aragua (SCA), a non governmental organization with
a long record on environmental education, based on previous experiences with vetiver grass
hedgerows as an effective and proved water erosion control technology, decided to promote the
use of vetiver in Venezuela.  SCA is located in Maracay, Aragua State in the North Central
Region of  Venezuela. In order to help the country to achieve better standards of natural resource
use by using simple and proved erosion control systems in different private and public
programs, a project leaded by SCA to promote Vetiver Grass Technology (VGT) in Venezuela
was launched.  A two years project was developed during the period June 1997-July 1999, with
the financial and technical support of The Vetiver Network(TVN), and sponsored by other local
institutions like the Aragua’s  State Secretary of the Environment and the School of Agronomy at
the Central University of Venezuela.

The purpose of this paper is to describe the main activities conducted through the
implementation of the project to promote VGT in Venezuela and to account the project’s main
achievements. The main source of information were the reports submitted to TVN during and
after the project was concluded (SCA 1999).  The main project activities were:
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♦ Workshops organization
♦ Printed material production
♦ Nursery development, propagation material distribution and field demonstrations
♦ Training, research and development support
♦ Expositions, seminars and professional meetings participation
A detailed description of these activities follows.

Workshops

Twelve different workshops were conducted in different locations of Venezuela and can be
considered one of the most important activities performed during the project period. Since VGT
was unknown by most technicians and researchers as well as potential users, it was thought that
an starting an important strategy would be to organize workshops to present and discuss the
advantages of using vetiver for erosion control and environmental protection, and to give the
basic training on this technology.  The workshops were designed to last four hours and included:
an introduction on land degradation and soil and water conservation, description of vetiver
general characteristics and particular features that encourage its use for erosion control and
environmental protection, main propagation and establishment techniques, hedgerow field
layout design, maintenance, bioengineering and alternative applications and uses. The use of
slides, videos and a transparencies kit specially developed for the workshops were valuable aids
to reach the audience. Vetiver plants and documents were distributed among participants to
ensure their ability to start, or continue their own projects or applications of VGT.  The audience
of the workshops was mainly composed of technicians and professionals working in agriculture
and environment issues.

Fig. 1. Vetiver activities in Venezuela


